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Presenting Our Workshop Instructors/Facilitators: 

Bob Russell—Former Pastor of Southeast Christian Church, Louisville, KY. Author, National Speaker—See page 2 for 

more information. 

Jim Barnes—National Minister—Evangelical Association—As the new National Minister, Jim has a great desire to 

see the E.A. move forward.  Workshop attendees will have a chance to personally talk with Jim. See page 2 for more info. 

Christine Shestak—MS, LMHC—Chris is a licensed family counselor and has worked in the professional field of coun-

seling for many years.  You will enjoy her insights on family and children. 

Jarrod Kunkel—Youth Pastor—First Reformed Church—Jarrod is a graduate of Bethel University.  Jarrod will host 

this workshop for teens.  A panel will discuss relevant issues concerning families and the relationship with teens. 

Erich Christman—Pastor—St. John’s Christian Church—Archbold, Ohio—Eric has been at St. John’s for 14 

years, married for 22 years, and has two children, a son in college and a daughter in high school.  Erich’s years of experi-

ence brings valuable insights to family relationships. 

Adam Just—Associate Pastor—St. John’s Christian Church—Archbold, Ohio—Adam has a real heart for bring-

ing people into a closer relationship with Jesus. Personal faith times can help to develop that deepening relationship. 

Lew Newton—Drama Director—Bethel-St. Paul—Louisville, Kentucky—Lew is member of Bethel-St. Paul’s 

church, Louisville, KY.  He has traveled with a national comedy improve team and has been involved in drama for 25 years 

and with OnceDeadTwiceBorn since 2008. 

Ed Briggeman—Senior Pastor—Emmanuel’s Christian Church—New Bavaria, Ohio—Ed has many years of 

experience in personal and church finance.  Ed serves on the National E.A. Board of Directors.  Come and learn ways to 

tighten the belt in rough financial times. 

Elders of Southeast Christian Church—The elders of Southeast Christian Church will share with workshop  

attendees the vital relationships necessary for a growing, healthy church. 

 

is on that same page.  Hotel 

information is also available on 

the registration form. 

 

First Reformed Church is look-

ing forward to hosting this  up- 

coming,event , and even now 

the people of FRC are preparing          

for your arrival.  So, you are 

encouraged to get registered as 

soon as possible!  We want to 

see you at the “gathering”!  The 

Lord has some great things in 

store for you! 

The Evangelical Association will 

be holding its 2010 Mid-West 

Regional Gathering on Saturday, 

April 24. 

 

The event will be held at the 

First Reformed Church, located 

in Bluffton, Indiana.  Dr. Bell, 

Pastor of FRC, says that he, 

along with the church, “is look-
ing forward with great anticipa-

tion to hosting this great one-

day event.”  “It will be a day that 

will have a great impact on your 

life!” , says Dr. Bell. “There will 

be many workshops, along with 

worship and fellowship, food, 

and a great time of learning 

from some of the best.  We 

want everyone to make      

plans to gather for this one-day 

event.” 

 

Contained in this newsletter is 

information about the speakers,, 

workshop topics, how to regis-

ter, along with hotel informa-

tion, should you decide to 

spend some time in Bluffton, 

Indiana. 

Bob Russell, Retired Senior 

Minister from Southeast Chris-

tian Church in Louisville, Ken-

tucky, will be with us.  You can 

read Bob’s bio on page two.  

Bob will be our keynote speaker 

for this event. 

 

Also, you will be able to meet 
our new National Minister for 

the Evangelical Association, 

Reverend Jim Barnes.  Jim will 

be doing a workshop and peo-

ple will have the opportunity to 

ask him questions and get to 

know Jim and the EA better.   

 

The drama team,                

OnceDeadTwiceBorn, from 

Bethel-St. Paul in Louisville, 

Kentucky will be with us. 

There will be a variety of work-

shops that you can check out on 

page 3 of this newsletter and 

the registration form is en-

closed.  The information on 

where to send your registration 

Mid-West Regional Gathering  - Saturday, April 24, 2010 

From the Pastor of First Reformed Church—Bluffton 

We at First Reformed Church 

are looking forward to serving 

you at the Third Annual Mid-

West Regional Gathering of the 

Evangelical Association.  We are 

looking forward to fellowship 

with God’s people across de-

nominational boundaries, as we, 

together, worship the Lord and 

are encouraged and built up in 
our faith.   

We want this day to have an 

impact on your life in a way that 

you will return to your field of 

labor with purpose in your 

heart and conviction in your 

soul. 
 

Jesus says that the “harvest is 

plentiful, but the laborers are 

few. Pray the Lord of the har-
vest that He will send forth 

laborers into His har-

vest.”  (Matthew 9: 37, 38) 
 

We are praying that this day will 

have an impact on all who at-

tend and that the anticipation 

for His labor will be on our 

hearts as congregations fulfill 

the Great Commission. 

 

With anticipation, we await His 
presence and we also await 

yours! 

THE 

EVANGELICAL 

ASSOCIATION 

INVITES YOU TO 

ITS  

“IMPACT 2010” 

                Saturday, April 24, 2010 “IMPACT 2010” 

        “IMPACT 2010” 
   Mid-West Regional Gathering 
“Enlarging Our Vision, Expanding Our Possibilities, 

Encouraging Our Churches” 

Special points of 

interest: 

Pastor Bob Russell from 

Southeast Christian Church, 

Louisville, Kentucky; 

 

Rev. Jim Barnes, National 

Minister, E..A.R.C.C.C. 

Workshops for all areas of 

church programming; 

Fellowship with other  be-

lievers; 

Multi-denominational—

Reaching across           

denominational boundaries; 

Fellowship and encourage-

ment in these difficult times! 
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God has blessed Bob Russell 

with a life much different than 

one he could have ever imag-

ined. As a young man growing 

up in northern Pennsylvania, 

Bob had intended on becoming 

a high school basketball coach 

in his hometown. During his 

senior year of high school, 

however, Bob realized a desire 
in his heart to enter the minis-

try. Soon thereafter, he en-

rolled in Cincinnati Bible Semi-

nary where he graduated in 

1965. 

At just twenty-two years of 

age, Bob became the pastor of 

Southeast Christian Church. 

Today that small congregation 

of 120 members has become 

one of the largest churches in 

America, with 19,000 people 

attending the four worship 

services every weekend in 

2006. 
 

Bob and his wife Judy have 

been married for forty-three 

years. They have two married 

sons who live in Louisville and 

are active at Southeast, and 

seven grandchildren with 

whom they enjoy spending 

their time.  
 

A prolific author, Bob has writ-

ten over a dozen books, includ-

ing the best seller, When God 

Builds A Church. He also has a 

weekly column in The Look-

out , a magazine printed by 

Standard Publishing. 
 

Bob retired from Southeast in 

June, 2006. He continues to 

speak and write on a regular 

basis and has served as Chair-

man of the Londen Institute, a 

school for individuals wanting 

to become pastors as a second 

career. Bob also conducts 

monthly mentoring retreats for 

young ministers.  

using drama, music, dance, 

mime and whatever cate-

gory works to allow faith 

and funny to collide. We see 

our diversity as strength.  
OnceDeadTwiceBorn  
exists to lead people into a 

deep, personal relationship 

with God, who has revealed 

Himself in the person of 

Jesus Christ.  
See the enclosed brochure 

regarding the Ministry. 

OnceDeadTwiceBorn is an 

international outreach min-

istry of Bethel-St. Paul 

Church in Louisville, Ken-

tucky, and we are account-

able to her. But not all 

members attend Bethel-St. 

Paul. We are an  
inter-denominational group, 

united by our love of Jesus, 

formed to present the  
gospel in a challenging, ex-

citing, and accessible way 

Who Is Bob Russell? 

OnceDeadTwiceBorn—Drama Ministry—Bethel-St.Paul 

Rev. Jim Barnes—New National Minister—E.A.R.C.C. 

years ago.  He and his wife, 

Patti, have three children: Matt, 

Mollie and Aaron. 
 

Jim will be sharing in one of the 

worship services and also lead-

ing a workshop that will help 

participants to understand the 

working of the Evangelical As-

sociation.  It will also be a great 

time to get to know Jim. 
 

Jim certainly believes in the E.A. 

and what it can bring to the 

Body of Christ.  He states, 

“What makes our association 

strong is our unwavering confi-

dence in the effectiveness of 

local churches and ministers. 

As one who continues to serve 

as a local church pastor, I know 

that we have extremely tal-

ented lay people and clergy 

serving in E.A. churches and 

ministries. I see the job of the 

National Minister as one of 
helping people throughout our 

association connect with each 

other as together we do the 

work of ministry…” 

Reverend Jim Barnes is the new 

National Minister for the Evan-

gelical Association.  Jim began 

his duties as National Minister 

on October 15, 2009. 
 

Jim is a graduate of Fuller 

Theological Seminary where he 

received his Master of Divinity 

degree.  He was ordained in 

1988 and served as Pastor at 

St. Luke’s Christian Community 

Church in the Chicago area  

before becoming Pastor of the 

Bethesda Evangelical Church 18 
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Pastor Bob Russell 
Retired Senior Minister 

 
Southeast Christian Church 

Louisville, Kentucky 

Rev. Jim Barnes—

Evangelical Association 

National Minister 

Session Number One: (Select one and circle number on your registration form) 

1.    “Developing A Dynamic Church” - Bob Russell—What it takes for a church to be healthy and make an ongoing 

 impact on its community. 
 

2.     “Moving Forward Together in the E.A.R.C.C.C.” - Jim Barnes, National Minister—Jim will discuss current 

 issues facing the association as we move into our second decade of partnership with one another. He will have up-

 to-date information to share from the Board of Directors and will present some of the initiatives  being considered 

 to help improve the network. Come prepared to share your ideas as well! 
 

3.      “What Parents Need To Know About Teens” - Christine Shestak—Dynamics in parent/teen relationships 

 and staying connected with your kids. 
 

4.       “What Teens Need To Know About Parents”—Jarrod Kunkel—Jarrod will host this workshop for teens           

 on what teens need to have good relationships with their parents. Q&A with a parent panel. 

Session Number Two: (Select one and circle number on your registration form) 

1.       “Relationships Between Ministers and Church Leaders” - Part One - Bob Russell and Elders of SECC  Eliminating 

 tension that often exists between ministers and church boards; focuses on responsibilities of the board and questions and 

 answer time. 
 

2.       “How To Develop A Family Faith Time” - Erich Christman—Societal trends tend to break down families.                         

 What can be done to bring the family back together again for healthy relationships. 
 

3.       “How To Develop A Personal Faith Time” - Adam Just—This workshop challenges the individual in a Gen-Y, post- 

 denominational era to develop personal times of  a vital union with a living Lord. 
 

4.       “Can Our Church Have A Drama Team?” - Lew Newton—How to effectively develop a team that will reach the un-

 churched for Jesus Christ. 

Teen Track—Teens will go to St. Luke’s for gymnasium activities during sessions Two and Three. 

Session Number Three: (Select one and circle number on your registration form) 

1.        “When Ministry Gets Tough” - Bob Russell— Cultural forces that are making ministry more difficult and how we  

 respond to those challenges.—for ministers. 
 

2.       “Independent Yet Connected: Ministry Beyond a Denomination” - Jim Barnes—When churches and  pastors de

 part from a denomination, there are many important adjustments that must be made. During this  workshop we will 

 consider some of the practical issues that effect both clergy and congregations when they become independent of a for
 mal denominational structure. We will discover how local churches and pastors are strengthened through this process as 

 long as they are careful to avoid potential problems that can arise as greater autonomy is achieved. 

3.   “Managing My (His) Money”—Ed Briggeman—Insights into managing finances, budgets, both personal and church,  

 especially during these difficult times. 

4.       “Relationship Between Ministers and Church Leaders” - Part Two—Elders of Southeast Christian Church.   

 A continuation of the previous session, but for church leaders.                                                  

Workshop Descriptions: 

 Schedule for the Day 

   9:00 AM        Registration and refreshments In the Overflow Area 

   9:30 AM        Worship Gathering—Sanctuary—Guest Speaker—Bob Russell. Drama by  OnceDeadTwiceBorn.  

          Worship led by FRC Choir and musicians. 

10: 45 AM        Workshop I (Choose 1 from Session Number 1) 

 11:45 AM         Lunch (Included in your registration cost) 

12:30  PM         Worship/Praise Gathering— Sanctuary -Worship led by Youth Pastor Tony Mellinger from Cross 

          Church. Message from National Minister—Jim Barnes.  

   1:15 PM         Workshop 2 (Choose 1 from Session Number 2) 

   2:15 PM         Workshop 3 (Choose 1 from Session Number 3) 

   3:15 PM         Worship Gathering—Drama by OnceDeadTwiceBorn— Communion—Closing Challenge by Bob             

           Russell  
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